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Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Fund for Women of the Southern 
Tier, Inc., I thank you for your generosity, compassion, and support that has 
made the work of the Fund so successful.

Our mission to help girls and women achieve economic self-sufficiency and 
realize life goals simply would not be possible without those of you who give 
generously of your precious resources – time and money.  

Whether it’s the grant panel spending hours reviewing and evaluating 
applications, the hardy volunteers planting daffodils to pay tribute to mothers, 
the dinner committee crew collecting donated goodies for grab bags, or the 
selfless gifts from individuals and organizations that help fund our work – all 
make us who we are.

We celebrated a number of milestones in 2016:
• Awarded a record $39,200 in grants to support girls & women
• Exceeded $200,000 in total grants awarded since our founding
• Raised more than $1 million in total funds since 2009

More meaningful to us than numbers are the stories behind those numbers – 
the hundreds of lives we’ve impacted and the support we’ve been able to give 
in pursuit of our mission. 

We continue as an all-volunteer organization so that financial resources can go 
directly to creating even more success stories and positive life momentum for 
girls and women in need.

Best,

Christine G. Sharkey
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Christine G. Sharkey 
President
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All Volunteer,  
All the Time

FFW is fortunate to have 
dedicated volunteer 
committees working hand-
in-hand with the Board to 
fulfill our mission. These 
committees work tirelessly 
to safeguard and grow 
the Fund’s finances, run 
our grant application and 
disbursement process, 
manage our events and 
more. 

Board of Directors 2017

Our mission is to help girls and women achieve economic self-sufficiency 
and realize life goals.

Christine Sharkey
President

Denise Hauselt
First Vice President

Amanda Chafee 
Second Vice President

Kathy Stickler 
Treasurer 

Danette Miller 
Secretary

Penny Gregg
Karen Makowski 
Executive Committee 
At-large

Nancy L.E. Andrews 

Gail Baity  

Suzanne Blowers

Elisabeth Corveleyn

Andrea Lynch

Monica Phillips Nix

Ellen Barnes O’Hare

Kristina Schneider

Amy Schwartz

Bonnie Sirianni

Amy Truxon

Our Service Area

A
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Established in 2009, the Fund 
is the first funding stream 
dedicated solely to helping 
improve the lives of girls 
and women residing in the 
Southern Tier counties of 
Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben 
and Yates in New York State.

Our Mission

Steuben

Chemung

Schuyler

Yates
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Bridgett Barrett
Dana Barry
Mara Bennett
Angela Button
Jessica Chapman
Leah Dennison
Riley Gonta
Amanda Greatsinger

Jenifer Hopkins
Ashley Kennedy
Tamijah Lawton-Stone  
Karen Luong
Clara Miller
Kristin Mitcham
Davida Moss
Ashley Palmer
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Individual Grants - Total $11,500

Nonprofit 
Grants
$16,000

41%

Individual 
Grants 
$11,500

29%

Grant Distribution

Chemung

Schuyler

Steuben

Yates

Multi-county

Geographic Distribution

Individual Grants

Nonprofit Grants
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Barriers to Care 
Grants 
$11,700

30%

Alexis Rudesil
Breanna Rudesil
Hannah Scott
Bryana Snyder  
Natasha Snyder
Cheyenne Stansfield
Caroleen Vaughn

“In 2015, I received a grant for continued education in Massage  
Therapy which I would not have been able to afford otherwise. I 
am honored to be able to “Pay It Forward“ now by donating a gift 
certificate for a massage to the 2017 Annual Fundraising Dinner auction. 

For me, this is what a strong, united community is all about. I am  
grateful to this organization and all the volunteers and donors who 
keep it thriving so others may benefit and grow.” 
 
               Chameil Haney, LMT  
      Owner, ZaZen Massage 
      2015 grant recipient



Arts Center of Yates County  $1,500 - Yates County

The Art of Coping Better
This Yates County program gives women who have experienced domestic 
violence or sexual abuse therapeutic instruction in art so they can express 
themselves and build self-esteem and coping skills.  

Catholic Charities of Steuben  $1,000 - Steuben County

Bridges Out of Poverty
Using the national Getting Ahead program, women work through an intensive 
curriculum to educate and empower them to move out of poverty.   

Catholic Charities - Steuben   $350 - Steuben County

Girls Group Steuben
Girls Group is an after school program for middle and high school girls who may 
be struggling with making friends, confidence, or engaging in high risk behavior. 

Chemung County Habitat for Humanity  $800 - Chemung County

Women’s Carpentry Workshop
The Women’s Carpentry Workshop is an educational program designed 
to empower low-income women in Chemung County with carpentry and 
construction skills developed and led by an all-woman team from the 
Hammerstone School of Carpentry for Women. 

Community Career Development Council  $1,000 - Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben counties

LIFE: Powered by YOU
Empowerment and self-esteem are key focus areas for at-risk middle school girls 
in this program.  Workshops are designed to build confidence, character, and 
communication skills as girls work with area professionals.  Girls are selected to 
attend by school staff and/or CDC staff.

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County $500 – Steuben County

Southern Tier Financial Conference: Financial Education for Women by Women  
Launched in 2016, the conference provides women with financial training in 
budgeting, credit, investment, retirement, Social Security and identity theft.  Led 
by professional financial women, the one-day conference helps women build 
confidence and skills in managing both their own finances and their family’s.

Geographic Distribution

Individual Grants

Nonprofit Grants

2016 G
rants

Nonprofit Grants - Total $16,000
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Corning Community College  $2,000 - Chemung & Steuben counties

Full STEAHM Ahead!  
This two-day workshop for middle school girls enhances STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, math) with Arts and Health for STEAHM.  Designed 
to build girls’ confidence in technical pursuits, the program introduces fun and 
exciting opportunities to encourage girls to stay in STEAHM fields through critical 
middle school years.

Corning Community Food Pantry $500 - Steuben County

Essential Need Bags for Girls & Women
The Corning Community Food Pantry provides personal care and feminine hygiene 
products for girls and women.

Family Service Society, Inc.  $600 - Steuben County

Developing Healthy, Strong, Confident and Safe Young Women
Young women and girls who regularly drop in to the Laura Richardson Houghton 
Corning Youth Center were given the chance to enroll in five self-defense/
kickboxing classes.  In addition to building strength and fitness, the classes 
strengthened girls’ confidence and gave them the skills to keep themselves safe 
and defend themselves in dangerous situations.

Horseheads Family Resource Center  $1,500 - Chemung County

Parent - Child Mother Goose Program
This community based parenting class is unique to the Southern Tier, but well 
established and proven in Canada.  Offered in six to ten free sessions, mothers are 
given tools and resources for parenting while also forming a support system among 
the facilitators and other participants.

Safe Harbors of the Finger Lakes  $1,300 - Yates County

Girls Circle/Women’s Circle Support Groups  
Using research and best practice evidence, Girls Circle and Women’s Circle Support 
Groups focus on empowerment, self-awareness, positive self-image, healthy 
relationships and respect.

Southside Community Center   $850 - Chemung County

Girls Eye View
Southside Community Center students (grade 3 and up) learned the basics of 
digital photography. Girls worked on a local focus issue which they photographed, 
edited, mounted, and presented to the Elmira community at a public reception.

Tanglewood Nature Center & Museum  $1,100 - Chemung County

Meg Lowman Treetops Camp  
The Meg Lowman Treetops Camp is a summer science camp held at Tanglewood. 
Named after Elmira native and world-renowned forest canopy researcher, Meg 
Lowman, the program targets girls aged 9-12 who have shown an interest in 
science.  
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2016 G
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The Institute for Human Services $500 - Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben, Yates counties

The Empowerment Project
Girls On The Run of the Southern Tier hosted the powerful documentary, “The 
Empowerment Project:  What would you do if you weren’t afraid to fail?”  GOTR 
members, their families and women leaders participated in this special screening at 
the Palace Theatre.

The Painted Post Food Pantry  $1,500 - Steuben County

Not By Bread Alone  
Thousands of area women take advantage of this section of the pantry which 
provides feminine hygiene and personal care products that cannot be purchased 
with food stamps, not only helping meet women’s needs but making their pantry 
visits more comfortable and supported.

The Living Well  $1,000 - Yates County

What’s Going On? I’m Gonna Be A Mom! 
Focused on educating at-risk pregnant women (ages 16-30), the program 
emphasizes prenatal care, coping with stress, and family and lifestyle changes.  
New moms are paired with experienced moms during the one hour sessions.

Many Thanks to the 
Grants Review Panel

The Fund for Women grant 
application process yields 
many requests that need to 
be reviewed and evaluated. 
The Grants Committee 
convenes an all-volunteer 
Grant Review Panel who 
work tirelessly to select our 
FFW grant recipients. 

We are grateful 
for a devoted and 
compassionate group of 
individuals who assure 
the funds so generously 
entrusted to us will have 
the greatest impact 
possible in helping girls and 
women in our community. 

The Barriers to Care program, originally established with a grant from Komen Twin 
Tiers, provides up to $500 per woman per year to address expenses that emerge 
as barriers to breast cancer treatment. 

Barriers to Care Grants - Total $11,700



G
ra

nt
s S

po
tli

gh
t

The Meg Lowman Treetops Camp is a free week-long science and 
nature camp for 20 girls aged 9-12.  
 
The goals of the camp:

• Provide mentoring and encouragement in science subject matter and career 
options to at-risk girls.

• Introduce the scientific method and teach girls to use it not only in science but 
in other areas of their lives.

• Foster an appreciation for our natural world by getting outside.

Strong female teachers and a professional woman guest lecturer each day provide 
powerful role models to show campers that anything is possible.  Hands on 
activities from nature experiments to crafting culminate with real tree climbing with 
Cornell Outdoor Education teachers.  Elmira native and renowned forest canopy 
researcher Meg Lowman spends time with campers at the end of the week.

8

“This camp has not only had a positive effect on the now 
hundreds of girls that have attended it over the past 11 years, it 
has reminded me, year after year, that females in science are 
capable, relevant and absolutely critical. ” 
 
         Elaine Spacher 
      Tanglewood Executive Director

“I waited all summer 
long for this camp.“

“I love being outdoors and I’m not 
afraid to get a little dirty!”

Student feedback:



G
rants Spotlight
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Bridges Out of Poverty Coalition, a collaborative poverty reduction 
effort led by Turning Point, a service priority of Catholic Charities of Steuben, 
utilized a curriculum based small group approach using funds provided by the 
Fund for Women in 2016.

Moving out of poverty takes a collaborative and community effort.  In the 
Southern Tier, that challenge is most often faced by women in single parent 
households. The Getting Ahead in a Just-Gettin’-By World is a 45-hour, curriculum 
based, small group learning process that helps participants better understand 
society and the economy.  
 
Setting goals and learning about resources and developing tools help women 
build confidence and feel more in control of their future. 

9

“Just because I fall in poverty 
doesn’t mean I will stay here.”

“I learned of valuable resources for 
myself and my son.  I have increased 
confidence and a VOICE!”

“I felt a sense of belonging, 
being needed, and nurtured.”

“The program has given me the tools to 
live a rich life beyond the poverty scale 
demographics I am in.”

“Through education and access to resources those who 
participate in the program move the needle in their own lives 
toward stability and a brighter future.”
 
      Lynda Lowin
      Turning Point Director

Program participant feedback:
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Recognizing Fund for Women grantees with a celebratory event is our way of 
emphasizing the confidence and encouragement that Fund supporters express 
with each grant that helps girls and women advance their goals.

The 2016 Grantee Recognition Ceremony on June 7th at the Big Flats 
Community Center recognized and congratulated 16 nonprofit groups and 23 
individuals. Stephanie Manning, a past grant recipient, was the featured speaker. 
Stephanie now works as an emergency room nurse at Guthrie Corning Hospital.
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Since 2010, the Fund for Women has awarded  
$215,500 in grants.

More than 350 daffodils blooming in Corning’s Denison Park  
planted in 2016’s Mother’s Day Appeal.

2016 Individual Grant Recipients (above)

2016 Nonprofit Grant Recipients (below)



Giving Opportunities

Mother’s Day Appeal
Mother’s Day offers an opportunity to honor or memorialize the 
special women in your life. To symbolize the lasting benefit your 
gift makes possible, the Fund plants daffodils in a community 
park for each woman honored. 2016 marked our fourth year, and 
the hundreds of daffodils in bloom, individually and together, 
create a magnificent tribute to women.

Annual Fundraising Dinner
2016 marked our Fifth Annual Fundraising Dinner. This premiere 
event included a silent auction, grab bags and featured Gwen 
Webber-McLeod of Gwen, Inc. as our speaker. This special 
event allows the women of our community to gather, network, 
and share experiences, while supporting and growing the 
endowment.

Holiday Annual Appeal
As we reflect on our experiences and blessings, our successes 
and our challenges, the Fund for Women asks you to consider 
“paying it forward” to help others in our community. Look for the 
Holiday Appeal letter just as the bustle of the season begins.

2016 Fundraising A
ctivities
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More than 350 daffodils blooming in Corning’s Denison Park  
planted in 2016’s Mother’s Day Appeal.



Benefactor ($5,000+) 

Maureen Ackerman
Corning Enterprises 
Corning Incorporated  
    Foundation 
Corning Incorporated  
    Human Resources
Corning Incorporated Science &  
    Technology
Penny & Kirk Gregg  
Susan G. Komen Twin Tiers  
    Region Affiliate 
Vulcraft of New York, Inc. 
Marcia Weber & James Flaws
Karol Wight 
Rachel Wood & Joseph  
    Miller, Jr.

Patron ($1,000 - $4,999)

Ulrike & Thomas Appelt 
Arnot Ogden Medical Center
Chemung Canal Trust Company 
Madonna Cornelissen & Edward  
    Andrewlavage
Corning Incorporated Business   
    Services Division 
Corning Incorporated Health  
    Services 
Elisabeth Corveleyn 
Trudy & Charles Craig 
Lynnette & Alan Eusden 
Lisa Ferrero 
Kim Frock & Wendell Weeks
Patti Gilchrist
Guthrie Corning Hospital 
Denise Hauselt 
Amory Houghton, Jr. 
Catherine A. Liles 
Marie McKee & Robert H. Cole
Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co., LLP 
Karen Meriwether & Thomas 
    Snow 
Bonnie Sirianni 
Vincent Spagnoletti
Dick & Judy Sphon 
Kathy Stickler
The Satori Group, Ltd. 
Visions Hotels 
Watkins Glen International 
Mariam Wright 

Sustainer ($500 - $999)

Catherine Anderjack
Nancy L.E. Andrews  
Joan & JC Argetsinger 
Elijah & Gail Baity
Rita Biesen
Suzanne Blowers
Barbara Hall Blumer
Anne & Matthew Brand 
Polly Chu & Bill Mattingly 
Doreen & James Clappin
Corning Natural Gas
First Heritage Federal Credit  
    Union
Marianne Furfure 
Vivian Gernand
Nancy Golomb 
The Hennessey Family
Janet & Brad Hinman 
Hunt Engineers, Architects &  
    Land Surveyors, P.C. 
Keller Williams Realty 
Adele Lanahan 
Karen Makowski 
Sabeen & Imran Mukhtar
Ellen Barnes O’Hare
Christine & Michael  
    Pambianchi 
Hemant & Nina Patel 
Trudy Potter 
Radisson Hotel Corning 
Kay & Mark Rogus 
Georgia & Christopher Rossi 
Chris Sharkey 
Cheryl Steiner 
Tom & Beth Tranter  
Valicenti Insurance Services, Inc. 
Dr. Elizabeth Vileno
Elizabeth J. Welch
Marianne Wilder Young
Mary Jo Yunis  
Pamela Yunis

Donor ($250 -$499)

Vishoka Balasubramanian 
Gail & Ron Bellohusen
Ann & Steve Campbell
Karyn Cepek
Kathy Cole 
Susan & Martin Curran
Karen Douglas 
Clover Drinkwater
Nancy Earley 

Jane & Richard Fastiggi 
Amy Gush 
Anne Hatton
Christine Heckle
Hong Liu
Andrea H. Lynch
Sarwat Malik
Karen C. Martin
Anita Matthews
Judy McIntosh 
Barbara R McLean 
Amy Muldowny 
Tony & Maurina Ruggiero
Kristina Schneider 
Susan Schuppert
Karen Simons
Robin Vargas
Erica Verkleeren
Lei Yu

Friend ($10 -$249)

Denise Ackley 
John Alexander
Dr. Jeffrey & Kelly Alwine
Donna L. Andrews 
Mary & James Bacalles 
Mary Bartholomew 
Amanda Basabakwinshi
Dr. & Mrs. Chad Batzing 
Jack & Sue Benjamin
Brooke Bennett  
Susan Berry 
Annie Bickham 
Boek Dohn Family 
Mary Alice Bosseler 
Leslie Danks Burke
Susan & Jeff Cadel 
Lisa Capek
Dawn Marie Castellana
Amanda Chafee 
Judy & Philip Cherry 
Amy Chervinsky
Lifang Chien 
Eleanor Cicerchi
Cathy Clark 
Mary Cleland 
Barbara Connors 
Joanne Coombs
Judith Cornfield
Brendalyn Crance
Cheri Crozier 
Barbara Cullen-Chapman
Brenda Curren
Kimberly Cutler
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Thank You!

The Fund for Women 
continues to advance our 
mission with the generous 
contributions made by 
community members 
from all walks of life who 
want to support women’s 
self-sufficiency and goal 
achievement. We are truly 
honored to be stewards 
of your gifts that will 
empower girls and women 
in the Southern Tier. Thank 
you so very much!
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Every attempt is made 
to confirm the accuracy 
of this donor list. If your 
name should appear and 
does not, we apologize 
and ask that you let us 
know.



Julie Dale
Betsy Dalrymple
M. Elizabeth Dann  
Patricia Dann
Anne Darling
Anna Jean DeDominicis 
Kate & Paul Douglas
Tara Dowdell
Katie Ehemann  
Virginia Ehemann
Cynthia Emmer 
Dorothy D. Emmick
Coleen Fabrizi 
Susan Elizabeth Fermer 
Lucimar Foo Siam Escudero
Kathleen Fragola
Shawna France
Yvette Francisco
Joann Galpin
Jesse & John Gardner
Lisa & Keith Glovins  
Lisa Goldberg
William Goodman
Harrison Gregg
Sarah Gregg  
Mimi Gridley 
Susan Gruber  
Janet J. Hallahan
Anna Hardy
Lisa Herrmann
Laura Hluck
Maggie & Darryl Hoffman
Rachel Hofstetter
Karen Hogue
Maisie Houghton
James & Kimberly Kaffenbarger
Kimberly & Christopher Karam
Sally M. Kersting 
Denise King 
Sarah (Sally) C. Kostera
Sherri Kriel 
Pamela Lally 
Hilda Lando 
Caroline & Chris Larson
Kathryn Littleton
Hungcheng Lu
Shu Hua Lu
Miriam Martinez 
Marilou Masters
Krista Matia 
Rita McCarthy 
Mary Lou McCullough
Linda McDonald
Carol McGill  
Joanne McLaine 

Danette Miller 
Amy & Joel Millett
Jeri C. Moore 
Ann Morgan 
Stephanie Morris
Judith Navoy 
Krista Niles-Updyke
Cynthia Novak 
Beth O’Connor  
David & Michelle Pastel 
Annette & Mitchell Peck  
Lynn Peffley  
Nancy Perkins
Joy S. Perry 
Odessa Petzold
Anne Pierce
Lisa Pilling 
Jacqueline & Richard Pope 
Uttara Prasad
Cortni Pritchard
Jana Pulkrabek 
#PullTogetherProject
Karen Rebis 
Reisinger’s Apple Country, LLC.
Annette & Stefano Ringer
Maryanne Rittenhouse 
Betty Robinson
Amy Schwartz 
Andrea Seymour
Patty Sheffer 
Susie Silbert
Socha Financial Group
Hui Su
Sheila Sutton
Kristin Swain 
Harriet & Gilbert Sweet 
Penny & Fred Tanneberger 
Davida Telehany
Whitney & Paul C. Trifoso
CW Turner
Mimi Updegraff 
Katie Van Zanten 
Diane Vang 
Elaine Walker 
Lisa Weidman
Barbara Whitman 
Ristiina Wigg 
Alison Wolfe
Dr. Geraldine Wolfe
Penelope Zonneville

In-Kind Donors

AgeLess Spa
Alli’s Studio 
Aniello’s Pizzeria
BCK Partners, Inc.
Bright Ideas by Martinec
Buechner Family
Cabin in the Clouds Christmas  
    Forest
Community Foundation of  
    Elmira-Corning and the Finger 
    Lakes, Inc. 
Connors Mercantile
Corning Chamber of Commerce
Corning Gorilla Glass
Corning Museum of Glass 
Kimberly Cutler 
Dippity Do Dahs
Elmira Country Club
Friends of the Fund for Women 
Thomas Gardner
Glamour & Glow
Greater Elmira Tennis  
    Association
Penny Gregg
Denise Hauselt
Heels & Hobos
Hilton Garden Inn
House of Flowers
Amy Irvine
Johnson-Schmidt, Architect, P.C.
Keller Williams Real Estate 
My Shawarma
G.C. Myers
Pip’s Boutique  
Ray Jewelers 
Scents By Suzy
Sue Schuppert
Chris Sharkey 
Simply Time Photography
Polly Smith-Blackwell
Trinchero Family Vineyards
Suzanne Valicenti
Valicenti Insurance Services, Inc. 
Clare van den Blink
Chris Walck 
Watkins Glen International
Wegmans Corning 
West End Gallery 
Wine & Design

2016 D
onors

Gift Opportunity

Please consider additional 
opportunities to support 
the Fund for Women 
this year. If you would 
like to make a gift now, 
please use the enclosed 
envelope. You may also 
donate online anytime at 
our website: 
www.ffwst.org
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Annual 
Fundraiser

48%

Beginning Cash Balance   $ 43,119
 
INFLOWS 
 
Annual Fundraiser          $    83,650 
Annual Appeal           $    45,697 
Barriers to Care (BTC)         $     15,000 
Mother’s Day Appeal          $     10,795 
Matching Gifts             $       8,200 
General Contribution          $     10,213 
 
Total Inflows            $   173,555 

OUTFLOWS  

Endowment            $(50,000)
Annual Fundraiser          $  (13,503)
Operations/Administrative $  (22,061)*
 
Total Outflows                    $ (85,564)
 

Change in cash          $     87,991
  
Ending Cash Balance      $  131,110 

Annual 
Appeal

26%

Barriers  
to Care  
(BTC)

9%

Mother’s 
Day Appeal

6%

General  
Contribution

6%
5%

Matching Gifts

2016 Inflows and Outflows

Where Funds Came From
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* Operations expenses include professional fees,  
   insurance, information technology, marketing,  
   printing & mailing and general event cost.



Beginning Cash Balance   $ 43,119
 
INFLOWS 
 
Annual Fundraiser          $    83,650 
Annual Appeal           $    45,697 
Barriers to Care (BTC)         $     15,000 
Mother’s Day Appeal          $     10,795 
Matching Gifts             $       8,200 
General Contribution          $     10,213 
 
Total Inflows            $   173,555 

Beginning Balance              $ 683,851 
 
INFLOWS

Contributions from FFW operating             $   50,000 
Contributions from FFW fundraising made  
     directly to the Community Foundation            $      3,001 
Investment income, net of fees             $     19,027 

Total Inflows                $    72,028 
 

 
OUTFLOWS 

Individual and Nonprofit Grants       $(27,500)
Barriers to Care Grants         $  (11,700)

 Grants awarded subtotal             $ (39,200)
 
Miscellaneous administrative fees             $    (7,149)

Total Outflows                 $ (46,349)
 

Investment market change              $    25,783
 
 
Ending Balance              $ 735,313 

Fund For Women Endowment at The Community Foundation 
of Elmira-Corning and the Finger Lakes, Inc.

2016 Financials
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Calling all volunteers!
The Fund for Women is an all-volunteer organization, investing our time and talents in making a positive 
change in the lives of girls and women in our community. We are always looking for like-minded individuals 
to help further our mission. If you are interested in volunteering, please go online to www.ffwst.org and fill 
out our volunteer interest form. We look forward to working with you!

Connect with us!
For information about the Fund for Women, our events, and ways you can contribute, you can visit our  
website at www.ffwst.org, call us at (607) 542-7558, or connect with us on Facebook or Twitter.

P.O. Box 777 
Corning, NY 14830 
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